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gorically and without responsibility the acts of governments
of recent years.'
It is noticeable that in the tolerance of the Baldwin Con-
servative to the Opposition as a whole was an underlying
hatred for the Liberal Party. Above all they were to be the
spiritual heirs of the old Liberal ideals. As long as an
authorized Party existed to challenge their claim to Glad-
stone's will and testament their position was inevitably sus-
pect. So we find Eden on the one hand blaming Liberals
for their responsibility in keeping Socialism in power, and
on the other mocking them for ineffectiveness. Snowden
also was assailed for his failure to be constructive. * He gave
us—and we should have been disappointed had he not given
us—the explanation that the present social system was the
root of all the trouble *; but he could hardly expect the
present Government officially to introduce Socialism on a
drastic scale. Snowden had differentiated between produc-
tive and non-productive work, but where precisely was the
line to be drawn? * Everybody in this House wants each
individual in the community to pull his whole weight. The
trouble with the idler is that he always appears to be the
busiest person. A certain gentleman usually pictured in
black always finds work for idle hands to do. We must
have some better definition than that.' He defended land-
owners from wanton attack although admitting that he was
not a landowner himself. In many cases they rendered use-
ful services to the community. It was for the community to
decide whether the services were effective. Anyway, land
legislation was no solution to the present unemployment.
Exactly how the * community ' (a Baldwinian word) was
to pass any effective judgment on landlordism Eden did not
specify.
In his analysis of post-war economic conditions and in his
respectful suggestions to the Government he played upon
a familiar theme: * There are many social reforms we should
all like to see carried through, but it is no use to put the

